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Legacy scores late for second straight win over St. Mary's
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Legacy's Chelsea Olheiser (14) rushes towards St. Mary's Aayla Stewart (0) after a save during Tuesday's game at San
TANNER ECKER, TRIBUNE
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hen Legacy headed across town to play St. Mary's on Saturday afternoon,

the Sabers were owners of a three-game losing streak and had won just one

game on the season.

After the final whistle of Tuesday's game at Sanford Sports Complex, Legacy had

snapped its losing streak and began edging towards a winning streak.

Goals by Kambree Benz and Chelsea Olheiser in the final eight minutes broke a

scoreless tie and secured the Sabers a season sweep of the Saints after Legacy earned

1-0 and 2-0 wins against St. Mary's in a four-day span.

"A lot tougher than Saturday, St. Mary's was definitely the aggressor the first half and

most of the second half," Legacy head coach Mick Lenhardt said. "We were playing a

little tense, we weren't doing much good to be honest. We don't get the free kick goal,

I don't know (how it finishes)."

North Dakota governor directs flags at half-staff for David Scott

Fargo state lawmaker dies in plane crash in Minnesota

Man killed, child injured in northeast Bismarck crash

Crosby man pleads not guilty to charge in city's first homicide in over 30
years

But for a stellar performance from Berlynn Felchle in net and timely play from her

teammates, Legacy may have come out on the losing end of Tuesday's match after a

strong 1-0 win in the opener of the back-to-back.

Felchle and the back line ahead of her made numerous clutch stops, blocks and saves

on a threatening St. Mary's set play setup to keep the Saints without a goal for the

second straight game.
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"Berlynn has been phenomenal this year, I can't say enough about the saves she's

made, the composure she's had," Lenhardt said. "You hear her talking, you hear her

directing, she's what a goalie should be. She's making simple saves as well as the great

saves."

While their male counterparts in the fall boys season try to play with as much

possession as possible, Legacy has not been particularly strong at possessing the ball

this season.

That left them with few opportunities to press St. Mary's keeper Aayla Stewart on the

other end of the pitch until the Sabers' late push, and the few opportunities they had

before the final 10 minutes were slowed up or stopped for various reasons.

"We've been losing, haven't been possessing the ball but our defense has played well,"

Lenhardt said. "With Rayne (Hertel), Trinity (Kary), Berklie (Moos), a freshman,

Peyton (Kalanek) and Baylee (Byberg), they're just rock-solid back there and Peyton

saved a goal by staying on the post during a corner kick. The back line played

phenomenal tonight. They play aggressive but not scared, and they've done well.

"Brenna (Emineth) had a good look at one, there were a couple other chances we had

we didn't finish. Lila (Healy) is dealing with a quad injury from Saturday so she's not

100 percent, but goals come when they come."

Legacy's closing push made the difference.

Given a free kick, the Sabers got the ball up the middle and Benz busted free up the

middle with only Stewart around to stop her, and she beat Stewart with a shot to her

left to finally break the scoreless tie with just over eight minutes left.

"We got the free kick, Rayne had a perfect look at Kambree and served her a perfect

ball," Lenhardt said. "When Kambree finished that, we relaxed a bit. You get that

goal, that changed the momentum of the game and we started playing better."
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A combination play up the stands side of the pitch helped Legacy double its lead four-

plus minutes later.

Liz Lenhart put a ball on frame and after it deflected off Taylor Seifert, the ball came

right to Olheiser in the goal mouth, and she beat Stewart to make it 2-0 Sabers.

"The second goal, a little combination play, Taylor crossed it in, I don't know how it

settled, but Chelsea buried it," Lenhardt said. "A two-goal lead is better than

nothing."

The Sabers could have added a third goal shortly after Olheiser's tally, but a wide-

open shot was kicked over the top of the net by Avery Farrell.

"Avery's the younger sister of Katelyn Farrell, Legacy all-time leading goal-scorer, and

she'll get razzed for that (miss) a bit," Lenhardt said. "But she was in the right spot,

and that's what you want from a freshman, to be where you're supposed to be."

St. Mary's will try and snap what is now a six-game losing streak on Friday at

Mandan.

The Sabers finish out a two-game week against Century on Thursday, with that game

kicking off at 8 p.m. at Sanford Sports Complex.

"We've got a big one against Century, we need to be ready and be better than we

played tonight," Lenhardt said. "It's a battle for points for a top-four spot. We need to

be ready."

 Legacy 2, St. Mary's 0

St. Mary's;0;0;--;0

Legacy;0;2;--;2

First half: No scoring.
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Second half: 1. Leg, Kambree Benz (Rayne Hertel), 71:52. 2. Leg, Chelsea Olheiser (Taylor Seifert, Liz
Lenhardt), 76:33.

Goalkeeper saves: St. Mary's -- Aayla Stewart 4. Legacy -- Berlynn Felchle 11.

Records: Legacy 3-5-0 West Region for nine points, 3-6-0 overall; St. Mary's 3-7-0 West Region for nine
points, 3-7-0 overall.

By Josh Dungan
Sports Reporter
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